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Maryland Law for Coal Ash 
Disposal

“Any person who uses [coal ash] for 
landfill shall do so in a manner which 
complies with sound engineering 
practices.”



BBSS Site Design

• No liner

• No leachate collection

• Compaction of bottom layer 100 
times more permeable than typical 
landfill design

• Pits left open for weeks or months

• Bathtub design







Ash Dumped at BBSS

3 million tons of ash

arsenic – 120,000 pounds
beryllium – 15,000 pounds
chromium – 186,000 pounds
lead – 138,000 pounds
thallium – 30,000 pounds
zinc – 156,000 pounds













How Much Do We Know?

• Very limited testing.

• Full size of contamination plume is unknown.

• No monitoring wells across Crain Highway or 
south of Evergreen Road.

Any remediation measures should be considered 
interim measures.

Current remediation wells demonstrate flaw of 
hasty plans.



What Needs to Be Done

• Bring public water to affected homes.

• Permanently cease dumping at the Gambrills 
BBSS fly ash disposal pit.

• Increase remediation of the contamination at the 
BBSS pit.  
– The responsible parties should cover any financial 

costs involved.
– Install liner in filled areas?

• Create real siting requirements for future fly ash 
disposal facilities.  
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